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Benjamin Sekunna

My name is Benjamin Sekunna. I'm from Orlando Florida. Over all I very much enjoyed the summer camp in
Liuzhou China.

We met a lot of great people from all over the USA and local area and I was able to make many new friends. I
enjoyed the connection with people as much as I enjoyed the program itself.

The summer camp started with a warm welcoming ceremony in a Performing Art Center where we were
introduced to many forms of local singing and dancing and enjoyed the performance of talented fellow campers and
local students.

The first few days we had very enjoyable cultural lessons on traditional clothing, calligraphy, Chinese painting,
traditional musical instrument Guzheng, and tea art. Those are very seldom available in US, so they were different
and refreshing for us.

The next few days, we traveled and explored the wonderous historical landmarks of Sanjiang Done Minority
County, the splendid natural beauty Guilin and Yangshuo. I really like their wind and rain bridge where you can be
shielded from the rain and sun, where you can sit and rest after a long day of hard field work, and of course where
you can cross the river. In Guilin we explored a cave decorated with colorful lights, with vivid imagination, turning it
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into something in a fairytale. We took a boat ride along Li River to soak in the unbelievable scenery of “Guilin
Mountains and River” that’s known to be the best on earth. It’s like traveling in a 3D Chinese painting. We visited
some old temples and other historical buildings, and saw even more singing and dancing that obviously are part of
everyday life for local people.

When we went back to Liuzhou, the lessons resumed. We learned how to make some traditional foods, like sweet
rice pie and bamboo leave rolls. It's always fun when we get to actually do it. We visited a museum of rare rocks.
It's amazing to see the inner patterns of otherwise ordinary looking rocks. We also visited a Museum of a famous
local noodle dish and got a chance to see their assembly line. Automation is the way to go.

The summer camp opened my eyes and minds to many Chinese culture and tradition and provided me an up-
close connection with China. Like a fellow camper said, we have found our root! The overall experience was
astounding and I give it two thumbs up!! I would like to go to this root-seeking camp every year if I can.

Jessica Sekunna

My name is Jessica Sekunna. [ am from Orlando Florida.

During my summer camp in Liuzhou, China, [ was given many amazing opportunities that I would never get in
America. My experience there connected me with the Chinese culture and tradition to a new level. My favorite part
was when we played the Chinese ancient instrument Guzheng. The instrument and the sound are just so beautiful.

[ also loved many other activities we did, such as making red tea in a very flowery way, trying on traditional
clothes, painting bamboo and Mei flower with water ink, and Chinese brush writing. We also ate many different kind
of Chinese food, including duck head, which some kids thought was funny and started a “duck head fight”. I met many
new people, and made many new friends. It was pretty sad that we had to say good bye so soon. But I know I will
keep in touch with many of them. We already made a deal that we will try to go to the same camp again next year.

Other fun things we did were not in the classroom. We went on a few days of field trip. We got to climb the
waterfall for the first time and that was definitely exciting and fun. I think all of us would love to do it again and
again. We visited some old temples and got to see some local shows. I really love their colorful and beautiful clothes
and headpieces. Although we don’t know what they were singing, the music is still pleasing to the ears.

Among many museums we visited, I like the Rare Rock Museum the most. I was amazed by the natural inner
beauty the rocks possess.

We took a boat tour and saw the city with its lights on the river and many bridges. I was hoping to see the
fountain show again but it was not on because the water level was too high. By the river we saw a whole bunch of
cute baby animals. Many of us wish we could bring some back to US.

My friends and I sometimes went out to the nearby mall to feel like local people. We ended up spending quite
some time at the arcades. The claw machines got most of us, so we all went home with one or more stuffed toys.

Overall I had the best time ever there in China and I would go back every year if possible!!
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