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What a celebration we had. The
{Journey to West) group performance
captivated audiences among our 10
member schools/cities. Their excellent
performances helped bring all of us the
great golden money's luck!! Enjoy
some of the photos of their perfor-
mances

# =
1. They are all here, in USA, by the "luck of the
golden monkey" on the visa issues

2. The golden monkey

# =
3. Meet Chicagoans
4. He has never changed, even in the USA

3 &,

5. He destroyed his whole life's reputation at this
moment in Chicago

6. New rising singer star, Chen, Xiaotao
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more important on the information of our
member schools will be!!! Please make your
school’ s data right in our database!

- We apologize that we still have problem to
modify school info on-line since we moved the
ISP to a bigger one. So, for those who need to
MODIFY their info, please download the form
and fax to headquarter at 419-791-7193

-It’ s time to submit your school’ s annual
membership fee ($50) for year 2004, if yours
does not yet, and please send the check to:

CSAUS
639 Nichole Ln.
Geneva, IL 60134

9. Congratulations, the successful Chinese New
Year Troupe performances

To:  csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: nho88@hotmail.com
Date: Mon, 16 Feb 2004 16:19:54

Dear All,

The <Journey to West> finally pull down the cur-
tain yesterday in St. Jose, CA and the troupe will
go home tomorrow w/ our best wishes. At first, |
will express the thanks from bottom of our hearts
to those directors and stars, behaving the all
board members and member schools. They gave
up their New Year get-together w/ their families
and brought the luck/happiness/joy to our fami-
lies. 2ndaly, thanks from bottom of our hearts to
those task takers who have dedicated their ener-
gy, money, time, etc., to the success of this event.
Specially, the guys from Xilin United Chinese
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Schools, who’ s hosted the major directors and
stars for 9 days, plus the tremendous time/ener-
gy/money consuming planning/designing/practic-
ing prior the stage curtain was opened to
Chinese-American communities in 10 areas of
United States. Surely, the same thanks go to all
our local member school hosts, w/o them, we
could not even imagine the first such event held
by our CSAUS could happen. I say it’s success-
fully, it not only means the joy we’ve got, also
means it” s financial soundly event and Ms.
Linda Yang will report its situation soon, but
probably within our 10 local hosts.

It’s been a very good start for the activities held

by our CSAUS in holiday seasons from now on.
And hopefully, w/ Oversea Office’ s fully sup-

port, our Chinese New Year celebrations in USA
will be better and better. Thanks.

Chinese School Association in the United States
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American Chinese School of Greater Detroit
student compositions was newly published by Hong
Kong China News Publisher. Its significant the suc-
cess of oversea Chinese education. The book consists
of more 100 articles with teacher’ s comments. In
their writings, students used their own language to
express their feeling, idea, what they see and think. It
is a excellent reference book for students as well as
teachers in their classes. We have limited number of
copies to share with our fellow Chinese Schools. The
book priced at $8.00 plus shipping.

Please contact:

American Chinese School of Greater Detroit

P.O. Box 1173

Troy, MI 48099-1173

Zhao, YonglLu

248-539-8023, 248-835-4891(cell)

yongluzhao@hotmail.com
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Camp places a strong emphasis on language
learning. It models after the famous “Princeton
in Beijing” program for ivy-league college stu-
dents. For details, please visit our web site at
www.yinghua.org - Curriculum - Specials.

If we have more than 16 campers, we’ d have
more flexibility such as determining when and
where to visit and what classes to attend, etc.;
otherwise, we would be grouped with overseas
students from other parts of the world and follow
a more general schedule, which would not be too
bad either.

The focus of the Chinese language classes in the
morning will focus on READING. In a way, it is
a mini-Reading Camp. The students will have
reading materials (local newspaper, children’s
magazines, elementary-level novels and story
collections, etc.) available to them for guided or
free reading. Instructed/supervised by qualified
teachers at BCLCC, we believe this is the only
way to get the students to use those characters
they have learned and become literate in Chinese.
We also have a few non-Chinese-speaking stu-
dents (one Indian and one Jewish). They’ll be
placed in classes focusing on social conversation.
(They have been with YingHua for over one
year.)

The afternoon cultural classes will cover the pop-
ular Chinese painting, martial arts, dancing, cho-
rus, Chinese music instruments, crafting, calligra-
phy, cooking, Chinese opera, board games, and
abacus. Not all students are required to attend all
classes all the time. They will also be allowed to
attend classes ran by other camps (space permit-
ting). That’s why we have our YingHua’s own
chaperon, who will not only be in charge but also
report back to parents of the camp’s news via a
camp’s e-journal.

We are going to visit parks, factories, schools,
villages, museums, etc. two days a week. We
have also arranged an event with the Princeton
University/Harvard University students attending
“Princeton in Beijing.”

The “YingHua in Beijing” camp will not allow
its students to play personal or internet-based
computer games but the students may use com-
puters to communicate through email. Evening
swimming is available with an extra fee. Physical
exercise i1s mandatory daily for 1-2 hours before
dinner.

To mimic the “Chinese Immersion” style of
the “Princeton in Beijing” program, all stu-
dents will make a pledge for not speaking
English. While a student who speaks English
could be thrown out of the ‘Princeton in
Beijing” program, we intent to use other innov-
ative ways, such as self-policing, to discourage
English speaking during the camp.

Should you have any additional questions, please
feel free to contact me at principal@yinghua.org
or 609.282.8211 (W) / 609.530.0399 (H).

Regards,

Bonnie Liao

YingHua Language School
www.yinghua.org

8. A few things you need to know....
To:  csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: normanho@yahoo.com

Date: Wed, 4 Feb 2004 12:46:34

Hi All,
- The more we organize various activities, the
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To:  csausboard@yahoogroups.com
From: normanho@yahoo.com
Date: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 09:33:27

I am asked to further clarify the question on if the
candidates are current college/high school
teacher, and the answer is:

Sent: Friday, 13 February, 2004 11:17
Subject: RE: AP Chinese Task Force

Dear Mr. Ho,

Thank you so much for your willingness to help
identify potential members of the AP Chinese
Task Force. We look forward to receiving your
recommendations.

With regard to your question, the answer is yes;
we would very much prefer that task force mem-
bers be currently teaching Chinese language and
culture in high school or at the university level.
We sometimes consider very recently retired edu-
cators who are still intimately familiar with
today’s classes and students. The reason for this
requirement, as you can imagine, is that in AP we
are trying to create curricula and assessments that
are as current as possible and reflect the best cur-
rent thinking in each AP subject area.

Again, thanks for your support. We look forward
to hearing from you.

Best regards,

/W]

7. A Summer Camp in Beijing - Balancing
Quality Chinese Language Learning and
Cultural Activities (Ages 8 - 18)

To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: principal@yinghua.org
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Date: Tue, 10 Feb 2004 03:02:13
Hi everyone,

I’ve talked to Norman about our exciting
“YingHua in Beijing” 2004 Summer Camp -
organized by YingHua Language School with
BCLCC. He suggested that this camp be under
the umbrella of the CSAUS Activity Center. I’d
have no problem with that. However I am anx-
ious to give you all the details right now since the
time is running out. So, with Norman’ s nod-
ding, here it comes. Please feel free to share it
with people at your school or anybody who are
interested.

Camp Dates: July 3 through 31. (Campers can
participate for one to four weeks.) We need to
give a head count by Feb. 29 preferably. Parents
need to book their flights NOW so the time is
running out.

Location: Beijing Chinese Language and Culture
College - a subsidiary of Qiao2 Ban4. The col-
lege is next door to Qiao2 Ban4.

Ages: 8 and above (12 years old and above have
priority). Max. 20 students. YingHua will have
one chaperon all the time in addition to the army
of teachers and staff at BCLCC.

Fees: The fee is $40 a day plus $10 registration
fee. Students signing up for longer period have
priority. Airfare and swimming fees not included.
Leader/Contact: Bonnie Liao 609.530.0399 or
principal@yinghua.org

Registration: www.yinghua.org - Registration -
Online Registration.

Additional information:

The “YingHua in Beijing” 2004 Summer
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To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: normanho@yahoo.com
Date:  Tue, 9 Mar 2004 13:47:20

Dear All,

Sorry for this delays due to lack of my own time,
sigh.... We got a lot of questions after previous
post on summer camp issue. I’'m trying to answer
all here instead to deal w/ individual question:

- this issue is JUST kick off on China side and
they’re not ready yet so far. Every thing will be
settled down after nation-wide meeting on this
issue in China, rumor says it’ll happen soon. It
MEANS no any detail on individual summer
camp or any other related issues. If you
remember right, it usually starts on China side
some time in April. The reason we posted pre-
vious info is driven by our flight ticket situa-
tion in USA so that parents can basically pin
down their own summer vacation plan.

- about Beijing staying issue: current status is
that we have faxed our association’s requests to
them and they’ll make final decision, as well as
those local overseas offices. The summer camp
issue 1s worldwide event to China side, but not
only ours in USA.

- CSAUS actcenter@csaus.org will post each
matured member-school-host-summer-camp
info ASAP on our web page, if some thing is
not on it, 99% chance it’ll be rumor....

OK, now, you know as much as I do on this issue
and please keep an eye on our home page.

Thanks and best wishes....

Norman Ho, ({aJ#z=)

4. 2004 composition competition

To:  csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: nho88@hotmail.com
Date: Tue, 02 Mar 2004 17:18:54

Dear All,

Please check our homepage
(http://www.csaus.org) to find your school’s
Reward List of last Competition (03’) and pass
our congratulations to all of those who con-
tributed so much to this event and hope we’ll do
it better and better!

Now, this year’s starts again, as similar as last
one. Please check out our home page, too!!

5. About your school annual association fee
records

To:  csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: nho88@hotmail.com
Date: Tue, 24 Feb 2004 04:45:09

Dear All,

We have decided to post the Association Fee
records on our “School Search” web page so
that schools and headquarter staff could see each
school’s historical records. Bt this way, we can
make our efforts more efficiently and each school
can find problem if there is anything wrong on
this issue, as well as schools can confirm if their
fee reached headquarter safely... Please use
“School Search” to look at your

school’s records and, hopefully, help us to correct
the mistakes. Thanks and best wishes,

6. Clarifying a question on the AP task force
issue...

CSAUS Quarterly Newsletter 2004 No.1
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Correspondence

1. Chinese Kids In Detroit
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: normanho@yahoo.com
Date:  Sun, 14 Mar 2004 21:08:03

American Chinese School of Greater Detroit stu-
dent compositions was newly published by Hong
Kong China News Publisher. Its significant the
success of oversea Chinese education. The book
consists of more 100 articles with teacher’s com-
ments. In their writings, students used their own
language to express their feeling, idea, what they
see and think. It is an excellent reference book
for students as well as teachers in their classes.
We have limited number of copies to share with
our fellow Chinese Schools. The book priced at
$8.00 plus shipping. Please contact:

American Chinese School of Greater Detroit
P.O. Box 1173
Troy, MI 48099-1173

Please also see:
http://www.csaus.org/events/studentBookMI.htm

2. Core Principal Delegation to China
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: normanho@yahoo.com
Date:  Thu, 11 Mar 2004 18:59:12

Dear Principals/local school board members,
Following is the previous call on this issue. We
still have 3-4 spots left for this delegation. I
called travel agent and seemed the flight tickets
around 4/18(target get-together in Beijing date

CSAUS Quarterly Newsletter 2004 No.1
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will be 4/20, but need China side final agreement
though) are plenty. So if you could make it,
please send a message to board@csaus.org and
thanks a lot for your time,

Dear Principals,
It’ s hard to realize that March already is here.
We will organize a Core (zhong4 dian3, = &
) Principal Delegation back to China some
time late of April or beginning of May. The
places will be visited are from Beijing, south for-
ward to Guangzhou, about 3 or 4 cities w/
Chinese Education Bases facilities under State
Overseas Office. The head count of this delegate
will be around 10. Time frame will be 10-12 days
(seems 10-day is better). The plan on most parts
will be relied on our choices. The international
travel expensive will be individual ’ s one, and
all expensive in China will be paid by that side. If
any of you, the principals of our member schools,
are interested jumping in, please let us know. The
final decision on who will go will be in the hands
of our CSAUS board. The basic priorities are:

- board member school

- the balance of school size and history

- achievement in the field of Chinese education

in USA and the involvement in our association

Please send your name, school name to
board@csaus.org and thanks a lot for your sup-

port!!!

Norman Ho

3 Answers On 04°  Summer Camp Issues
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Harvard Essay
Author: Anonymous

“In all of us there is a hunger, marrow-deep, to
know our heritage. To know who we are and where we
have come from. Without this enriching knowledge,
there is a hollow yearning. No matter what our attain-
ments in life, there is the most disquieting loneliness.”

- Alex Haley

As a child, | convinced myself that the way to
happiness as a Chinese immigrant in America was to
assimilate into society. | was so successful that my
ethnicity was the only alien factor—I adopted an
American name, ate pizza, watched cartoons, but | was
still Chinese. To me, being Chinese meant not having a
Great-aunt Edna who made fabulous cookies and cool
parents who had been hippies. | didn't even know all my
aunts, and my parents were too serious. In my pursuit
for conformity, | refused to acknowledge their shame-
fully tragic experiences, and cocooned myself in com-
fortable ignorance. | repressed my subconscious desire
to connect with China because | wanted to be wholly
American. But instead of disappearing, it festered qui-
etly over the years.

This nagging feeling became excruciating when |
hit my teens. Like many, | struggled with my failure to
identify with anything, and it was compounded by my
apple-pie existence. | didnt know how to remedy this

until | discovered Alex Haley's quote. | finally under-
stood that my “hollow yearning” and “disquieting lone-
liness” lay in the ignorance of my heritage. Who was | in
the context of humanity? As an adopted child yearns
to discover her identity, so | wanted to uncover mine,
which lies in the past, in the lives of my family and the
Chinese people. | interrogated my parents about their
lives, and read volumes of Chinese history and litera-
ture. | now understand why my father left middle
school at the age of 12. Why his father committed sui-
cide during the Cultural Revolution. Why my mother was
sent to reeducation camp. Why her mother was sen-
tenced to hard labor in the countryside. Understanding
these tragedies makes me more aware of my individu-
ality and the importance of my heritage. They are not
haunting memories, but forces that make me who | am.
My heritage is not shameful but enlightening.

China became alive to me because of this new cul-
tural consciousness. When | went there again, | was no
longer a rich American tourist like before, but one of
the populace. | visited the countryside, lived the reality,
and truly connected with my Chinese culture. |
belonged. Now, | am extremely proud of my ethnicity
and cultural beliefs, which give me a double perspective
on life. | strive hard in school, because unlike students
in China, | have open class discussions, beautiful facili-
ties and a free education. | value possessions, because
| have more than Chinese peasants have in countless
lifetimes. | value life, because many of my family and
other Chinese have died prematurely from hardships. |
recognize my unique potential as a Chinese-American
to build a bridge of awareness between China and
America. | am no longer a disillusioned child without
direction, but a determined young woman brimming
with self-awareness.

I love my Chinese heritage. China’s culture, people
and history—they are my culture, my people and my
history. If America is the adoptive mother who raised
the, then China is the birthmother whose mysterious-
ness teases me. By building upon my American experi-
ence and delving deeper into my Chinese heritage, |
hope to enrich my future with more diverse perspec-
tives and greater direction.
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“Too Easy to Rebel”

Anonymous
College: Harvard University

In my mother’s more angry and disillusioned
moods, she often declares that my sisters and I are
“smarter than is good” for us, by which she means we
are too ambitious, too independent-minded, and some-
how, subtly un-Chinese. At such times, I do not argue,
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for I realize how difficult it must be for her and my
father—having to deal with children who reject their
simple idea of life and threaten to drag them into a
future they do not understand.

2004 FF 18 8% =+ 71 H

A P XF RS

AR 3/31/2004 % IR

49.
50.

51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.

59.
60.

61.

62.

63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.

71.
72.
73.
74.

75.
76.

7.

78.

79.
80.

PTG (RIRATE ) TS 4 e

ik (RARE) RE i
AxEdAEAR (B#AE) —E&SE
BEaAT, REXRH (FR) R
FREE MM (Fer2n) ks
G LS (W &) 2R
in A2y (e 438) IR
BRI ERE (TR—) KF, EE
P75 Bk EEN (AR &) RS
HIREE fAIE (=F R Aid)

TS i

ML ST AEH (b)) SEiA
feRRmE s k2 (FEBRE )
AR, RRE

Re AR L, AH BIME K&
(HEA— )%?

= NWE 5%, HETLHE
(ZA—) ﬁ

e ARY (KA —) K
EL9EL, TEME (BA—) KL
W EETE (RA—) RO
WA AFIEIE (RA—) KF
HASH (A —) sk
EMLREIEY (FA—) FHH
mE R (BA—) B

HPE NG EE (BA—) @XM

ST NN
I & ARk
I3 T ok T A9k
AR B
AN I
MEFE HA 2 Mk (AMEZ) 5 b A

B H &R, XA (Shsshi)
B

FEHRR MR, MHERELEFHE
(TAN—) &BE

SRNEF AL (AN &, HiE

fex—) HtE
0 A
i) R

ShEiE A B )

AAA,—\

W £ R (AAES) 5k &N T

BRERAERE (ZEA) K&

81.
82.
83.
84. Fip
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.

91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.

98.
99.
100.

101.
102.
103.
104.
105.
106.
107.
108.
109.
110.

111.
112.
113.
114.
115.
116.
117.
118.

Bk —k &Y
PO A5
AHMBAYEH
NS
B AE
ANBE TR K&
RS B £ )N
S5 Uk ko
%A%%ﬁ(m?ﬁ;)
WEZTRIRATE (1ER)

=

SRS
R

A

oy O ¥

T

MHE%P“V

i) MERE REK
=K 1

AAAAAAAA
N— =
&

- HEIININ R
U

== E A -

Bl

¥ A
ﬂ%&

—F L EAZK (HilE
HURTLW DS (B

(e Z1a)) KAk
(%
mEER BT (%)
(BT
(F
(#

B (o 22

HoRHE R IEAL
IS %] H IR S Ak

A & — LA
i B KR, &R
GINIESGITRUNAN

FIME JEH —K#E GAA) =H
TiE bR Sk (BUE) 1B% 2
BOAIEESRE (ZF 0E) fbk]

%VTE

EI

%
)
(&
)
%) 1
]
&l

s (SEF A

nv

Nom THA (BFE) A AHAAL S
FARE I (PU 18 ) e F Tt

SR EME (HF HE) LR 2
5z (NFEOE) HEINEER
AREHA (HFEDE) BF—H T
ANz W), HARE (WFEOE) A A8
—RAGOE (HAFNE) H5 BT
R RO R (P HHE ) &S (e
Slk et R (HAERS) BEIMN
TREKERA (F) B

FERTMER (FRIBE=) Kk, EH
Frr—E, miysk (pkif) #£h#ES
B st R (BRIE) ARA

EFE AR ER (B HE) BRKE
SITER REL (M) R
IRAMAEF gt (BIURE) R
—EIEXHEAA (Z5HE) X
& G EE] (57) (@

CSAUS Quarterly Newsletter 2004 No.1
19



2004 FEIME B =+ 7 H

L EPXFHRUA ZERERM

3/31/2004 1 h%

& PR E b
For CSAUS members

HTF-5ik IR BE 200451958
RIVPXMEHF% iR http: //www.,youzivin.net

- B AE (BOE) ANEE+ R
CALREERE (RE) FEcE
L EEERTTEA (BE) T2HK
CEAACEE (BE) ik st
- REJUANICE TS (B8 )
RE T
CRT R E (E)
SRR (BE) R
C FEABE IR (B %)*%XA
.kék“%ﬁﬁﬁ( CiE) A EE
10. MREHOR HER (kiE) sk

LW N

W%L%

O o0 3 O

1. Ry LEeds (58) W

12. HH=ZTEEE (F) 5

13, B8i0E, Emit (F)

14. X0, XE (F) %

15. JLRmEEEE (F)

16. BNEEARH (F) W

17. —IZRIEAE () &

18. IR EHE AL (F)

19. M BZ AN (F) &

20. FRICEMR, AMEmBEINE (F)

21, Bt FEYIE (AFOE) SR
22. ANEZPER (NFERE)
B ZEAR
23. EZ A (T¥ &) A ER
24. REWE 2N (EERIE) R L
25. HONHEH ARER A GER & 1E)
P 415

CSAUS Quarterly Newsletter 2004 No.1
18

X

26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

31.
32.
33.

34.
35.
36.
37.
38.

39.
40.

41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
C GEBESAE (R AE)

48.

AT AN (EED) 4ethan
MNEEfmAzE (BXRE) dher g
R RAT (FF) FHRAE
—RELEAANE (LF) FEHFERT
T AR SRR (FUF) BH M K

A=k, SbERHI (LF)
M T r A

I RRIATRTE (B )
itk i

% 3EE—E (B IhE)
L5 15 hr

JErs B L (EH ) SIA—
Ferppr iR % (Tt —) miBk, Bk
o CTARE) B& %
W7 E AR (el %) 4% 0
TR S, #EEHSE (R 4)
Ak R

ENET =M (R) Rt i
EE e (BEkiEE) M

AT (BBARE) &R
KBRACNAR (BN ZHE) s
TiE (BEME) SitEH
SE—I Giria HE) e &
DRRM % (T 58 FIE) &AL A
W E=FRHE (RHEAE) FikE

E%ﬁi
SR R (RS ) DO IR

2004 FEIME B =+ 7 H

L EPXFHRUA ZERERM

3/31/2004 1 h%

For my parents, plans for our futures were very
simple. We were to get good grades, go to good col-
leges, and become good scientists, mathematicians, or
engineers. It had to do with being Chinese. But my
sisters and I rejected that future, and the year I came
home with Honors in English, History, and Debate was
a year of disillusion for my parents. It was not that they
weren’t proud of my accomplishments, but merely that
they had certain ideas of what was safe and solid, what
we did life. Physics, math, turning in homework, and
crossing the street when Hare Krishnas were on our
side—those things were safe. But the Humanities we
left for Pure Americans.

Unfortunately for my parents, however, the secu-
rity of that world is simply not enough for me, and I
have scared then more than once with what they call
my “wide” treks into unfamiliar areas. 1 spent one
afternoon interviewing the Hare Krishnas for our
school newspaper—and they nearly called the police.
Then, to make things worse, I decided to enter the
Crystal Springs Drama contest. For my parents, acting
was something Chinese girls did not do. It smacked of
the bohemians, and was but a short step to drugs,
debauchery, and all the dark, illicit facets of life. They
never did approve of the experience—even despite my
second place at Crystal Springs and my assurances but
acting was, after all, no more than a whim.

What I was doing then was moving away from
the security my parents prescribed. I was motivated by
my own desire to see more of what life had to offer, and
by ideas I'd picked up at my Curriculum Committee
meetings. This committee consisted of teachers who
felt that students should learn to understand life, not
memorize formulas; that somehow our college prepara-
tory curriculum had to be made less rigid. There were
English teachers who wanted to integrate Math into
other more “important” science courses, and Math
teachers who wanted to abolish English entirely. There
were even some teachers who suggested making
Transcendental Meditation a requirement. But the
common denominator behind these slightly eccentric
ideas was a feeling that the school should produces
more thoughtful individuals, for whom life meant more

than good grades and Ivy League futures. Their values
were precisely the opposite of those my parents had
instilled in me.

It has been a difficult task indeed for me to rec-
oncile these two opposing impulses. It would be sim-
ple enough just to rebel against all my parents expect.
But I cannot afford to rebel. There is too much that is
fragile—the world my parents have worked so hard to
build, the security that comes with it, and a fading
Chinese heritage. I realize it must be immensely frus-
trating for my parents, with children who are persis-
tently “too smart” for them and their simple idea of life,
living in a land they have come to consider home, and
yet can never fully understand. In a way, they have
stopped trying to understand it, content with their own
little microcosms. It is my burden now to build my
own, new world without shattering theirs; to plunge
into the future without completely letting go of the
past. And that is a challenge I am not at all certain I can
meet.

Comments by 2 Harvard teachers:

1. This is a good, strong statement about the
dilemma of being a part of two different cultures. The
theme is backed up by excellent examples of the con-
flict and the writing is clear, clean, and crisp. The
essay then concluded with a compelling summary of
the dilemma and the challenge it presents to the stu-
dent.

2. A masterful job of explaining the conflict of
being a child of two cultures. The writer feels strong-
ly about the burden of being a first-generation
American, but struggles to understand her parents’ per-
spective. Ultimately she confesses implicitly that she
cannot understand them and faces her own future. The
language is particularly impressive: “It smacked of

LR INT3

Bohemian,” “subtly un-Chinese,” and “a fading
Chinese heritage.” That she is not kinder to her parents

does not make her unkind, just determined.

Source: 100 Successful College Application
Essays. 2002. Compiled by The Harvard Independent.
New York, NY: New American Library. Pages 91-93
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