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As you know, Chinese school is non-profit organization.
We don't have enough funding. Also, it is very expensive
and takes long time to order dance outfits from China. I'm
sure all Chinese schools in U.S. face the same situation. So,
I'm thinking if you could help us check with other Chinese
schools see if any of them want to share their dance outfits
with us. We can pay the rent fee. By the way, we need out-
fits for Meng Gu Dance.

I'm sure it is a great idea to share resources of Chinese
schools in the U.S. That way, all of us will save lots of
work, time, and money.

Since we don't have lots of time left before Chinese New
Year, I will be really appreciate it if you could check for us
and let me know the answer ASAP.

Sincerely,
Minghui Wang

6. YingHua in Beijing 2005 Summer Program
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: principal@yinghua.org; 
Date: 3 Jan 2005; 
Subject: Re: [csaus] Announcing “YingHua in Beijing”

2005 Summer Program

Hi, Thank you for the interest that some of you have
expressed and thank you for pointing out my oversight...
…The program cost (though you could see it on the online
registration form) .. is: 

1) 4-week: $1,800 (deposit $300 by April 30). 
2) 5-week: $2,400 (deposit $400 by April 30). 

Detailed refund policy, program schedule, etc., can be
found at www.yinghua.org. Please also read the latest issue
(12/31/04) of YingHua Tan while you're at the site, if inter-
ested, for an introduction in Chinese. 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Regards, Bonnie 

-----Original Message----- 
From: principal@yinghua.org; 
Sent: Sunday, January 02, 2005; 
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com 

Subject: [csaus] Announcing "YingHua in Beijing"
2005 Summer Program

Hi everyone, 

Happy New Year! 

Our "YingHua in Beijing" 2005 Summer Program has just
been rolled out! This is an exciting, new and unique sum-
mer program built on our successful experience in 2004. 

"YingHua in Beijing" is for students of ages 8-16 to study
for 4 weeks in Beijing (July 3 - 31) under close supervi-
sion, which is different from some summer
programs/camps designed for older students with more

relaxed supervision. Students ages 12 and up may also con-
tinue with the optional one-week travel to three other
famous cities. 

As one of our 2004 participants stated, "It's an experience
that will change your life. It has changed mine." 

We are committed to providing the first-class learning
experience in Beijing. Students are required to submit a
100-200 word essay about why they should be accepted to
the program. Last year, there were 28 students from 10
states across the U.S. This year we will try to limit the
number of students to 30-40. 

Please read for more details at our web site
(www.yinghua.org) and register early. Deposit made
BEFORE Jan. 17 may receive up to $100 discount in the
final balance ($60 for 4-week or $100 for 5-week pro-
gram). Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Regards, 
Bonnie Liao, YingHua Language School
www.yinghua.org

7. About Chinese testing – presentation at the Las Vegas
5th CSAUS Convention
To: csaus@yahoo.com; 
From: “Zheng, Lianggen” <zhenglg@yahoo.com>; 
Date: 5 Jan 2005; 
Subject: [csaus] About Chinese & Testing, and more!

School leaders and friends: 

Nice to meet many of you at the CSAUS 5th convention in
Las Vegas last week! Sorry [I] missed these who did not
participate in the meeting, though.  As requested and
promised, my presentation on Chinese in General &
Testings is now on the web: 

http://www.uschinaservices.com/zheng/Chinese-Testing.pps 

Also a bonus article about HSK by my friend, Professor
Chen of U. Michigan: 

http://www.uschinaservices.com/zheng/hsk-at-um.pdf 

You may forward them to your associates & teachers if you
want to. 

To these who were in the Las Vegas convention. Please see
if in your digital camera you can find a picture for The pre-
sentation of Corporate Sponsor Ford, with the big check
Appreciated if you can find and send me a copy.

Thanks all, and have a wonderful new year!
Zheng, Lianggen (Jeff), 
Marketing Director 
The Best Way to Get a China Visa and Save 

http://www.VisaToChina.us
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illinois, usa

----- Original Message ----- 

From: Hui.X.Yi@gsk.com; 
To: Norman Ho; 
Cc: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
Sent: January 03, 2005
Subject: Re: [csaus] Happy New Year!! 

Norman and all board members of 5th and 6th, 
Norman, Thank you and 5th board member for your excel-
lent effort to serve CSAUS! I joined CASUS 10th years
ago and saw the growth of CSAUS and understand how
much effort you and previous member have put in to
achieve tremendously over past 10 years. Myself and Great
wall Chinese school have benefited from the CASUS ser-
vice. Although we all are not perfect but you did your best!
Thanks from bottom of my heart!

I am sure 6th members of CSAUS will continue to improve
the service to make CSAUS better. 

Happy New Year to you all! 

Please contact me if you happen to be in Philadelphia! You
have a friend from CSAUS at Philadelphia. 

best regards, 
Hui Yi 
Great Wall Chinese School, west Suburb of Philadelphia, PA

3. ERDC: New development at CSAUS
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: normanho@yahoo.com; 
Date: 29 Nov 2004; 
Subject: [csaus] Announcement of ERDC Service

Department

Dear All,
During my nearly 23-month term, I deeply felt that we
needed to set up a department to serve our member schools
for their teaching needs, and to solve the problem for our
parents' "Chinese cultural starvation", and others. Now this
department is setup, after long time to hunt right personal
and collect right resources. Please go our web page for the
details, http://www.csaus.org. Please notice that this dept is
NOT for profit and the staff who are working for this pro-
ject are volunteers. We believe we can make something
happened to greatly benefit our member schools and make
our schools develop much more smoothly. This department
is under existing Educational Resource Development
Center(ERDC). Many thanks for your support!! 

Chinese School Association in the United State

4. Teacher training program winter 2004

To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: nho@hotmail.com; 
Date: 30 Nov 2004; 

Subject: [csaus] Second Call for Participation of
Teachers Training Program in Chicago

Memo

Second Call for Participation of Teacher's Training Program
in Chicago

To: CSAUS Schools; 
From: Xun Wang and Bidan Huang; 
Subject: Teacher's training program in Chicago; 
Date: November 23, 2004

In order to accommodate different needs and scheduling of
Chinese Schools in the Greater Chicago Area, the Center
for Development and Research of the CSAUS decided to
arrange two training programs this year. The first program
will be held on December 11, 2004 (Saturday) from 10 to 3
at University of Illinois at Chicago. The second program
will be held on December 12, 2004 (Sunday) from 11 to 3
at Xilin Asian Community Center in Naperville. We warm-
ly welcome all teachers, principals, and others from
Chinese schools in Chicago area and adjacent states such as
Indiana, Iowa, Wisconsin, Ohio, Michigan, and Minnesota
to attend the program. 

For more information about the speakers and topics for the
training program, please check:

http://csaus.org/teacher_training/training04.html.

The Chinese visitors already obtained visas and they will
arrive in Chicago on December 7 and leave on December
14, 2004. 

We will provide lunch for all participants. There will be no
registration fee for the program. We will also issue a certifi-
cate for all the participants. 

At this moment, we would like to finalize the registration.
If you are interested in attending the program, please con-
tact Ms. Bidan Huang at huangbidan@xilin.org ASAP. 

Thank you very much for your cooperation and look for-
ward to hearing from you soon.

Chinese School Association in the United States

5. An issue concerning Chinese New Year celebration and
Dance

Date: Sun, 05 Dec 2004; 
From: Minghui70@aol.com; 
To: tuShu@csaus.org; 
Subject: help

To Whom It May Concern,
First of all, congratulations for establishing! We are so
excited about the new organization. It will lead Chinese
community to the new future.

Anyway, my name is Minghui Wang, the principal of
Memphis Chinese Language School-Riverdale in Memphis,
TN. Our Chinese school students are participating [in] some
performance in Chinese New Year Festival on Jan 29, 2005.
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8). To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: norman ho; 
Date: 22 Dec 2004; 
Subject: [csaus] About “Extra” Charge Related w/

CSAUS Convention

Dear All,
The Convention Package is for:

- 12/26 and 12/27 rooms + surcharges(per Nevada's Law)

- breakfast + lunch + banquet on 12/27 breakfast + lunch
on 12/28

The so-called "Extra" charge will be:

- the service other than the above (like the calls you make
by phone in your room, cloth-washing, consumption of
food/drink in your room that supposes to be charged, add
more bed, add 3rd/4th person(s) in your room, etc)

- other than 12/26, and 12/27 staying(the convention will
be over by 2:30pm of 12/28, so that you need to check-
out by 11:00am that morning if you don't stay for more
night(s), hopefully, please check-out before we start new
session at 9:00am, if only yourself, and can put luggage in
Golden room, or the counter)

2. The torch is passed: conversation between the outgoing
leader and the incoming leaders

1) The torch is passed to the next leadership team for
CSAUS

To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: normanho@yahoo.com; 
Date: 31 Dec 2004; 
Subject: [csaus] Happy New Year!!

Dear All,

At the New Year Bell, our term - the 5th CSAUS Director
Board, will be “officially” over (due to the travels from 5th
National Convention in Las Vegas, the transferring power
to the 6th term’s Board elected will have to be a little
delayed). At first, I'll stand for all of our Board members,
thank all of you for your fully supports for these 2 years.
Secondly, we thank all for fully supporting the 5th National
Convention that made a new mile stone in our CSAUS his-
tory. Speaking of milestones, we, together, have made
many in past 2 years that we are all proud for, and proud of
all of your tremendous efforts on our engagement. At this
National Convention, we together have seen the new hopes,
the new targets, and the new broader path for Oversea
Chinese Education in North America. More and more of us
have realized that, together, we can make histories! We sin-
cerely hope that under the new board’s direction, we’ll do
much better! By the way, please forgive me if you felt any
inconvenience during this National Convention due to too

much workload. OK, we will wish all of you the best, and,
Happy New Year! 

Norman Ho

2) The new team is in.
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: sharongao@hotmail.com; 
Date: 1 Jan 2005; 
Subject: RE: [csaus] Happy New Year!!

Norman, 
I know it is hard to be the leader of a national organization.
You have tried your best. Thank you for your hard work.

I am willing to share more with the others. Keep in touch.

Sharon Gao, executive director

Asia Pacific Language School

14040 NE 8th Street, Suite 302, Bellevue, WA 98007-4122;
425-641-1703 Fax 425-957-4564, www.apls.org

From: Norman Ho <normanho@yahoo.com>; 
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
Subject: [csaus] Happy New Year!!  
Date: Fri, 31 Dec 2004 

Dear All,

At the New Year Bell, our term - the 5th CSAUS Director
Board, will be "officially" over (due to >the travels from
5th National Convention in Las Vegas, the transferring
power to the 6th term’s Board >elected will have to be a lit-
tle delayed). At first, I'll stand for all of our Board mem-
bers, thank all of you >for your fully supports for these 2
years. Secondly, we thank all for fully supporting the 5th
National Convention that made a new mile stone in our
CSAUS history. Speaking of milestones, we, together,
>have made many in past 2 years that we are all proud for,
and proud of all of your tremendous efforts on >our
engagement. At this National Convention, we together have
seen the new hopes, the new targets, >and the new broader
path for Oversea Chinese Education in North America.
More and more of us have >realized that, together, we can
make >histories! We sincerely hope that under the new
board’s direction, >we’ll do much better! By the way,
please forgive me if you felt any inconvenience during this
National >Convention due to too much workload. OK, we
will wish all of you the best, and, Happy New Year!

>Norman Ho

3) Democracy shines: smooth transfer of power
To: Hui.X.Yi@gsk.com; 
From: normanho@yahoo.com; 
Date: 3 Jan 2005; 
Subject: Re: [csaus] Happy New Year!!
Thanks a lot, yh!! 
norman ho ( )
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2255 or reply via E-mail and include your STARfile num-
ber. We are open Monday - Friday between 7:00 a.m. and
7:00 p.m. central time.
Thank you,
Christina Herriage
AAGMT
In another msg from AA: 
**AVIS CAR RENTAL DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE** For
discounts, refer to AWD# assigned to your group, or use
AWD#B136000.
Norman Ho

4). To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: nho@hotmail.com; 
Date: 17 Dec 2004; 
Subject: [csaus] URGENT – about 5th Convention

Enrollment

Dear All,
I'm glad coming back in time from the 4th International
Overseas Chinese Education Conference that was held in
GuangZhou, China. It run great and you could feel and see
how important that we, as the entity of Chinese Schools in
USA, made great attention and many, many new friends on
that conference. OK, after dug in my tons email message, I
got hotel's URGENT notice that we are facing the due date
of providing rooming list for them by the end of today. I
hope no matter what reason setting you back, please, please
submit your registration for room as soon as possible, if
you've not done yet. (http://www.csaus.org ). I'll submit the
list few hours later. But, I really hope we can wrap all hotel
bookings, related ocuments, printings, etc. as soon as possi-
ble so that we can really have a good time on our own con-
vention. Thank you very much for your support and hope to
see you all in Vegas!

5). Last Call for our 5th Convention

To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: nho88@hotmail.com; 
Date: 18 Dec 2004

Dear All,
Tick tack, tick tack.... We're going to wrap up the registra-
tion matters in a couple of days(due to 12/20/2004):

- no matter what, if you decide to come, please enroll on-
line registration form as soon as possible so that the hotel
will keep your spot;

- if you are expected to be nominated in the elections of
President, Vice President, or Member of Director Board,
please fill out the related form and send out either by
mail, or by fax as soon as possible;

- if you have presentation in any of Discussion Panels in
the afternoon on 12/27/2004, please state so by any
means(in paper form or in the note field in the on-line
registration form);

- keep in mind that our staff will go away on 12/24, me too,
so that you should not be surprised if no one answers you
on and after that date;

So, please hurry up to get yourself ready for this historical
event.  Hope we together to make it happen and make our
CSAUS better. Thank you very much for your support!! 

6). About Discussion Panels of Convention
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: nho88@hotmail.com; 
Date: 21 Dec 2004

Dear All,
Since many of attendees are bring families to Vegas and
among them are current-/ex- Chinese school students, we
decided to add new discussion group as "Student Group" to
listen their opinions on Chinese schooling. Please allow us
to borrow your kids for the afternoon of 12/27 in Vegas,
please. The other new discussion group is "Free/Open
Mind: New Concept, New Idea, New Approach" that might
be greatly benefit our schools. 

Please be open minded in that discussion panel. Thanks a
lot!! 

7).  To:csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: norman ho; 
Date: 21 Dec 2004; 
Subject: [csaus] when you attend csaus 5th national

convention

Dear All,
Per hotel's request, we have to bring credit cards when we
check-in there so that they can charge whatever you con-
sume for extra, or the before 12/26 and after 12/27 staying
on each room....

Btw, due to many have booked outside of what we request-
ed on this hotel, we lost the benefits as a group reservation.
The damage caused will be toward the whole convention.
Sigh....

Thank you for your time and merry Xmas!!

Sent: Tuesday, December 21, 2004; 
Subject: Special Concessions

Hello Norman.
Unfortunately, your group did not meet the 70% utilization
requirement to get the special rates and or complimentary
rooms as originally contracted. Please see contract and
addendum.

We would be happy to furnish a final rooming list along
with daily pick up numbers to you prior to your arrival.

Angel will forward you a credit card authorization form for
these charges along with any outstanding charges.
Should you have any questions, please let me know.
Thank you
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(CSAUS)
The 5th National Convention of CSAUS

December 27 ~ 28, 2004, Las Vegas, Nevada, USA

Program Schedule

� 9:00AM – 12:00PM, Monday, 12/27/2004, Golden Room
Opening Ceremony Co-Chairmen: Norman Ho, Linda Yang

VIP Greetings

Anna S. Hui, Behave of Secretary Chao Special Assistant to Secretary of  U.S. Department of Labor

Jack Martin Chief Financial Officer, US Education Department

Marina Tse, Behave of Secretary Paige    Principal Associate Assistant  Deputy Secretary, US Education Department

Special Key-Note Speeches

Marina Tse Principal Associate Assistant Deputy Secretary, US Education Department

Asian American Education Outreach

University of Alabama

CSAUS

CSAUS

CSAUS President Report

CSAUS

Sponsor Speeches and Demonstrations

Jeff Zheng Ford Remarks

Sheila Chen Director of New York Life Insurance Company

Bider World

Take professional picture

� 12:00PM – 1:00PM, Monday, 12/27/2004
Luncheon Kai Tao

Key-Note Speaker

Barbara Brackney, Professor Retired Let Your Dream Become True

� 1: 30PM – 5:30PM, Monday, 12/27/2004
Presentation and Discussion Panels

•

Room 2735

Plainsboro 

•

Room 2723

(Correspondence)

1. About the 5th CSAUS Convention

1) To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: frank.lee@gm.com; 
Date: 24 Sep 2004

Norman:
Yes, we need to enhance our influence in west. If Las
Vegas didn’t work out, lets go Los Angles. It is better to
wrap up every thing before the New Year. We will have
many other things after New Year in local communities. So
I vote for option #2.
Best regards,
Frank G. Lee

From: nho88@hotmail.com; 
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
Date: 09/23/2004

Dear All,
We have got big problem on the decision of convention
site. The original side was chosen Las Vegas, Nevada and
the time frame would be 12/10 - 12/11. This became issue
because the date would be conflict w/ those of VIPs'. When
we looked into the dates before new year, we found it'd be
"huge" problem on flight tickets and hotel lodging expenses
during Xmas and new year. Finally we figured out that we
have 2 other options:

1. stick on Las Vegas and change the date to AFTER
New Year

2. stick on the date, say 12/28-12/29, but move site to
Los Angeles, California

The main reason to choose Vegas mainly:

1. we've held our conventions only on Eastern or
Midwest for this first decade.

2. actually, the Western part has as many Chinese Schools
as, if not more, than Eastern part of this country. They
should and be capable to help make our association
growing better.

3. this year marks our CSAUS 1st decade, and we hope
this mile stone will be marked as deeply as it can in all
of our hearts. Las Vegas is one of the good places to
celebrate.

So, what we do? We'd like to hear from all of you ASAP.
Please send your opinion/vote to
csausboard@yahoogroups.com and thanks a lot for your
time!

Norman Ho, from Chicago

2). To: csaus@yahoogroups.com;
From: normanho@yahoo.com; 
Date: 19 Oct 2004; 
Subject: [csaus] CSAUS 5th Convention, 
12/27-28, Las Vegas

Dear All,
Finally, we’ve pinned down the site for our 5th convention,
after some struggle w/ the unexpected changes and timing
issues. We know it’s been little late and we’re all facing the
holiday’s travel burdens. But I think it’ll be very worth-
while to be there, to witness our growth, our achievement,
most importantly, to exchange various points of views,
especially on Chinese education in USA, to make our
CSAUS more mature, much stronger, etc. All of these will
not be achieved without your, and your families' great dedi-
cation. You're the real heroes to make it happened. So, let's
get together and make even much shiner milestone in the
history. 

Please refer our home page for the details and registration
forms of the 5th convention. Thanks, and see you in Vegas!

Norman Ho

3). To: csaus@yahoogroups.com; 
From: normanho@yahoo.com; 
Date: 2 Dec 2004; 
Subject: [csaus] discount from AA and AVIS 9car

rental) for CSAUS 5th convention

Dear All, 
We've worked w/ American Airline(AA) and they'll give us
discount on flight tickets to Las Vegaus for our 5th
Convention. Please read followings carefully(i could not
read attached contract at home and will read them tomor-
row @ office): 
Dear Norman,

We appreciate your business with American Airlines.  A
discount agreement has been completed and is valid the
24th thru the 31st of December, 2004 for travel to Las
Vegas, NV.

The STARfile authorization number you will need to give
to your meeting attendees is S23D4AZ.

To make a discount reservation, please advise attendees to
call our Meeting Services Desk at 1-800-433-1790 from
anywhere in the United States or Canada and refer to your
STARfile authorization number. For your International
originating guests, they will need to call their local reserva-
tions number and refer to your STARfile authorization
number. This discount is not valid for fares found on the
Internet.

Discounts are not valid retroactively.

A copy of the discount agreement with the STARfile num-
ber can be faxed/e-mailed to you if you reply with a fax
number and refer to the STARfile number.

Should you have questions, please call us at 1-800-221-
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Morris , - CSL

Edison - 

New York 

•

Room 2714

Louise Zhu

•

Room 2721

•

Room 2719

•

Golden Room

� 6:00PM – 12:00AM, Tuesday, 12/27/2004, Golden Room 
Banquet (see details in the later page)

� 9:00AM – 2:30PM, Tuesday, 12/28/2004, Golden Room
Co-Chairmen: Norman Ho Linda Yang Toni Ni Jim Wang

Jeff Zheng Zhaohui Hong

� 9:00AM – 10:00AM
Reports from Each Discussion Panel

� 10:00AM – 10:50AM
Motivations and By-Law Amendments

� 10:50AM – 11:00AM
Awarding Ceremony

� 11:00AM – 11:45AM
Elections

� 11:45AM – 12:00PM
New Board Take-Over Ceremony

� 12:00PM – 1:00PM
Luncheon

� 1:00PM – 2:30PM
Talk Between Board Elected and Delegates

Closing Ceremony

Board Elected Meeting
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Columbia International
Day

Columbia  
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Dear Chen Fan:  Please don't  regret.  Because you lived
well, laughed often and loved much.  You have gained the
respect of friends and children. You leave the world better
than you found it.  You have never lacked the appreciation
for the earth's beauty.  And you have described it with your
beautiful and talented pen.  

You have given the best of yourself.

[ ] 2004 10 19
Anh

Chau 

(Foreign Language Assistance Program),
2004

K-12 4
45

Hacienda Palos Verdes 
/

Palos Verdes 

www.ed.gov/offices/OELA, 202-245-7133
Rebecca Richey.

/

20

(Board of Education)
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http://www.raychineseschool.org
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1. Raising the issue

Dear All,

I’m the principal of Cincinnati Contemporary
Chinese School. We're currently using the
"Zhong Wen" edited by JiNan University as our
standard text books.

As you know there are 12 volumes in "Zhong
Wen".We analyzed the content of each volume
and found that the contents of the first 8 vol-
umes are much shorter than that of last 4 vol-
umes. Based on the this finding, we have decid-
ed to teach 1 lesson per week for those students
who use first 8 volumes and spend two weeks to
teach 1 lesson for those students who use the
last 4 volumes.

The issue is attached to the first 8 volumes. After
we implemented the "1 lesson per week" prac-
tice for a period of time we've now heard two
voices from student parents. The first voice (the
stronger one) is to ask for a slower pace of
teaching for the first 8 volumes, i.e., to extend
the time from one week to two weeks to teach
1 lesson; the second voice is to keep the pace
of "1 lesson per week". Each voice has its solid
points (I'm not going to list them out for the sake
of space).Although the first voice is stronger, the
second voice is not minor either (kind of 2:1
ratio).

Here is my question: Do you have similar issues?
If you do, what's your solution? 

Any answer/suggestion/advice will be highly
appreciated.

Tons of thanks in advance,

Charlie Zhang 

Cincinnati Contemporary Chinese School 

2. Discussions
1) Huang Bidan

-----Original Message-----
From: bidan.huang@abbott.com

[mailto:bidan.huang@abbott.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2004 2:42 PM
To: Charlie Zhang
Cc: csaus@yahoogroups.com; Norman Ho
Subject: Re: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

We had exactly your problem about the pace
of the teaching schedule and exact parent
concerns. Since majority of our parents voiced
to slow down the pace, we decided to use 2
week-per-lesson schedule and so far so good. It
does cause the problem that we are not able
to finish one volume in one year, but usually 2-3
lessons left to finish in the next year, and parents
do not seems to mind.

Thanks,
Bidan Huang, Ph.D.
Clinical Statistics - R436, LFCP1
Abbott Laboratories
Phone: 847-582-5678 
Fax: 847-582-2403
e-mail: bidan.huang@abbott.com 

2) Stanley Chien
-----Original Message-----
From: Chien,Yung-Ping (Stanley)

[mailto:schien@iupui.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2004 4:32 PM
To: bidan.huang@abbott.com; Charlie

Discussions on the issue of teaching pace in
Chinese language teaching 

in the United States
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Zhang
Cc: csaus@yahoogroups.com; Norman Ho

Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

The fact is that patents want children to go to
Chinese school but most students do not like to
go to Chinese school. If there is a lot study pres-
sure in Chinese school, it is more difficult for par-
ents to keep children stay in Chinese school.
Therefore, our school adopts 2-week-per-lesson
approach. Our reasoning is that if we can keep
children in Chinese school with more fan and less
study requirement, they will learn something
slowly. Once they quit, they will totally forget
Chinese characters. The other point is that the
speed is not important, how much the students
remember is important. My son has been in
Chinese school for 4 years, he does not remem-
ber many characters even though he is learning
level 5 textbook. I am hoping that he will be more
willing to study Chinese when he gets older and
at that time he can pick up the Chinese charac-
ters that seem familiar.

Stanley Chien, Ph.D.
IUPUI
Chinese School at IUPUI
Indianapolis, IN
317-293-2016

3) Tang
From: Tang, Suting, CSFF2

[mailto:suting@att.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 21, 2004 10:04 AM
To: Chien,Yung-Ping (Stanley);

bidan.huang@abbott.com; Charlie Zhang
Cc: csaus@yahoogroups.com; Norman Ho
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

Dear colleagues,

The problem is these students in many people's
concern wouldn't like to learn Chinese no matter
if it's faster or slower. Look at most Chinese

schools operated by people from Taiwan, they
usually have very slow pace and have more fun
in classroom. What are the results after 6 years?
How many % of students have really remem-
bered more than 500+ Chinese characters, or
could speak a little in Chinese? 

For student who would like to learn, one lesson
per week would be just find if they could spend
20-30 min everyday for homeworks. I agree that
the textbook is not too good for our students. I
think we could define some guidelines to suit our
own situation when we use it. For example, there
are 10 new characters in the lesson, we could
require students to master 5 of most used one,
and for other 5, read and understand would be
fine. We could also drop some impractical
lessons for optional reading, and add some fun
games after each unit (3 to 4 lessons).

However, if you reduce the speed by 50%, there
could be lots of problems. First, the volumes were
designed for certain ages of students. Teenagers
would not like to read something that little kids
should be reading. It would make them hate
Chinese even more. Also, language should be
easier to learn while you are young. Why don't
we teach them more at their best ages. We
would not like to keep them for longer years
especially they will be very busy after they going
to high schools.

Thanks,
Suting Xin from Hua Xia Chinese School of 
NJ, NY, PA

4) 
To: “Tang, Suting”
From: “Zhu Louise” <lzhu@girlscouts.org>
Date: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching
pace

Hi, dear all,

I had involved in Chinese school teaching for
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more than 10 years and used to face the same
problems because kids lost interests in learning
Chinese. Later I got training from Girl Scouts. I
found that the ways of mainstream youth organi-
zations such as GS training their staff and volun-
teers could be good reference for our Chinese
schools. I had used those methods in my Chinese
and culture classes, which increased students'
interests in learning Chinese. My students
enjoyed the classes and did not even want to
miss a single one. My own daughter also got
benefits from this kind of learning with fun con-
cepts. Although she never got highest scores at
Chinese school, she kept her interest in learning
Chinese and was willing to attend the class until
no higher level for her then she helped as a TA for
a while. Now as a college freshmen, she is taking
Chinese class at a pretty high level.

Since my GS volunteer experience, I have
become a local GS council staff, and now I am
working for Girl Scouts of the USA headquarters
in NYC. A few months ago, I was invited by a
Chinese School in MA to provide a workshop for
teachers from several Chinese schools. My work-
shop topic is "Use the Training Methods of
Mainstream Youth Organizations as Reference, to
Increase the Interests in Teaching Chinese
Language". The response from the audience was
very positive. The teachers learnt new skills to
keep the class active and fun. I am willing to
share my knowledge with you all at this year's
CSAUS convention in December.

In facts, the goals of Chinese schools and main-
stream youth organizations have a lot in com-
mon -- all are outside or after school programs, a
variety of classes and activities, promote culture
diversity, serve children and their parents, need
adults as volunteers Both sides could learn from
each other. Jewish and Latino communities have
received huge benefits by collaborating with
mainstream organizations. Asian communities
should take the advantages as well.

Another big issue in teaching Chinese is the text

books as your discussion. I would like to share
some ideas in the future.

Louise Weiyi Zhu
Former teacher and principal of Newton
Chinese School in MA
Now as Outreach Consultant of Girl Scouts 
of the USA

5) Charlie Zhang
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: “Charlie Zhang”

<czhang39@yahoo.com>
Date: 20 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching
pace

Why not two lessons per three week. The first two
weeks would be new lessons and the third week
would be reviewing with some additional mate-
rials for student have more fun.

6) Guo Xiaowen from California
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: “XW Guo”
<xw_guo@yahoo.com>
Date: 20 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching
pace

Dear All,

NewStar Chinese School of Davis, California was
established fours years ago and has also faced
the issue of pace for the lessons. We typically
have 32 2-hour sessions per school year. Now we
are teaching two volumes per school year for the
first 8 volumes for grades 1 to 4; one volume per
school year for the last 4 volumes. Eventually, we
probably will offer the first 6 volumes for grades 1-
3, then one volume per year for the last 6 vol-
umes. Plus Kindergarten, the students will be in
Chinese School for ten years and graduate
when they are in 9th or 10th grade. Additional
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A Great Wall Chinese School Student

Twelve years ago, I came to the United States speaking Chinese.

Six years later, my parents sent me to Chinese School speaking

English. The gap between these years had a disastrous effect on

me-as a first generation Chinese immigrant surrounded by an

English world, I had lost total exposure to Chinese except with-

in my family. Thus, I had let my language skills in Chinese dete-

riorate. Fortunately, before all could be lost, my parents decid-

ed to send me to Chinese School, whereupon I was left to sal-

vage what I could from the remnants of my Chinese skills.

At that time, as a sixth grader, I had protested furiously against

my parents' decision. I had just started middle school, where I

had discovered that both schoolwork and extracurricular activi-

ties had increased manifold and that there was definitely con-

siderable less time in the day to complete all my tasks. Because

of this, I thought that Chinese School was a total waste of my

time, but my parents remained firm in their decision. "Chinese

is important," they said, "Just try your best." So grudgingly I

began to attend Chinese School weekly, where people spoke a

language that was unfortunately becoming foreign to me.

As I progressed through Chinese School, I began to discover

again the beauty of the language and the importance of attain-

ing fluency in it. Furthermore, through my study of Chinese, I

learned about different aspects of Chinese culture that I would-

n't have known otherwise. And ofcourse, I met very interesting

people in my classes whom I wouldn't have met in regular

school. Subsequently, it was a huge surprise to me when I actu-

ally discovered that Chinese school was an enjoyable experi-

ence.

Chinese school has not only taught me Chinese. Through

Chinese school, I learned about discipline, organization, and

responsibility. The added work of Chinese school to my other

activities required that I become more focused at home-just so I

will be able to complete all my work in time. This responsibili-

ty and time management that I learned through Chinese school

of course has applications to everything I do-from studying for

tests to organizing a club meeting to learning vocabulary words

for the SATs. Partially because of the study skills I learned from

having to manage my time wisely because of the extra work

from Chinese school, I have high grades and SAT scores.

Currently, I am a senior in high school, in the process of apply-

ing to many extremely selective colleges. I have been told

numerous times from admission officers and college counselors

I have met that knowing a language such as Chinese is an

invaluable skill. In the world of college admissions, many of the

applicants to distinguished schools such as Ivy League schools

will mostly have the same credentials-high grades, high SATs,

good leadership skills, etc. Therefore, the applicants with dis-

tinguishing characteristics will be the ones admitted. It is obvi-

ous that not everybody knows Chinese. Therefore, knowledge

of Chinese can set an applicant apart from another, and can

immeasurably benefit the Chinese-speaking applicant in the

long run in terms of admission to college.

In addition, many elite college and universities offer special

International Studies or study abroad programs where knowl-

edge of Chinese is necessary. Proficiency in Chinese is an

admissions requirement at programs such as The Huntsman

Program of International Studies and Business at the University

of Pennsylvania/The Wharton School. Knowledge of Chinese

plays a huge benefit when seeking admissions to highly selec-

tive schools such as the Sloan School at MIT, The Woodrow

Wilson School of Public Policy and International Affairs at

Princeton University, Georgetown University, George

Washington University, and others. Later, knowledge of

Chinese will make a person a more favorable applicant for com-

panies seeking to hire employees with diversified skills.

Knowing all this, I am so glad that my parents decided to force

me to go to Chinese school seven years ago. If there is one thing

I regret about my Chinese school experience, it is that I did not

start going sooner. There is no doubt that Chinese school has

had a hugely positive impact on me, both as a student and as a

person. 

(

class can be offer then in preparation for SAT II-
Chinese Test.

When considering pace changes, the school
needs to consider (1) grade to grade transition
from year to year; (2) Average academic levels
of students; (3) Experience of teachers (4)
Availabilities of supplementary materials to
teachers 

For larger school, the school can consider offer-
ing two tracks, one with single volume per school
year and one with 2 volumes per school year. This
will also serve the student body better-students
with good Chinese background can take the 2
volume class while the one prefer to take the
slower pace can do so and keep more of what
they learn even though they do not get to learn
as much.

For 2 volume per school year, since the time is
short, we removed one or two lessons from each
volume in the last year and it worked well for our
students.

For the primary grades (grades 1-3), if only one
volume is taught per school year, it requires that
the teachers provide a lot of supplementary
material. Our teachers liked that they had more
material to teach and they did not have to add
a lot of extra supplementary material.

For continuity from grade to grade, partial vol-
ume completion doesn't work.
These are just my two cents.

Best regards,
Xiaowen Guo 
NewStar Chinese School

7) Bonnie Ren from Pennsylvania
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: “Bonnie Ren”

<bonnie_ren@yahoo.com>
Date: 20 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching
pace

We have decided using 2 week-per-lesson

teaching paces for several years. For us, it takes
one grade per volumn. Although some students
cannot "graduate" from the Chinese school
before they enroll in to the college, it give the stu-
dents more time to absorb what they've learned
from the class. It also gives the teachers more
time to add more related topics. The textbook
content is not very good for students who pre-
pare to take the SAT II Chinese test. The teachers
have to add some reference materials to help
the students.

Bonnie Ren
Principal
Great Wall Chinese School in PA

8) from Bonnie Liao
> Bonnie Liao 
> YingHua Language School 
> www.yinghua.org

I agree that "slowing down" would not solve any
fundamental problems that many Chinese
schools are facing. Children can read sophisti-
cated English materials by fourth grade.However
in Chinese schools they can hardly read any-
thing without the help of pin-yin - even for those
who speak Mandarin at home. No wonder they
would be discouraged and lose interest.We think
the solution should go the other way - at least for
Mandarin-speaking children. We teach over
1300 characters during the first four years while
their school work is not too much and are willing
to follow instructions. The students love it. It's NOT
because they love learning Chinese; it's because
they feel they are not wasting time and they can
"actually learn something" (as one of the stu-
dents told me). They can read stories without the
help of pin-yin. The character-recognition reten-
tion rate is very high thanks to the build-in read-
ing materials, flashcards, and CD-ROM home-
work. They do not HATE learning Chinese any
more. My children who have been following this
methodology for over three years, can read

REGRET ABOUT MY CHINESE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE: 
I DID NOT START GOING SOONER
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shui3 hu3 zhuan4 stories (adapted for children) -
simple chapter books. Looking at the curricula of
some regular schools' Chinese courses, I was
amazed by the pace the teachers dared to set.
I believe in this achievement-driven society, our
children would NOT be fooled into believing they
were doing great in Chinese schools while they
knew they could hardly read or remember any-
thing. Many students told me that in their former
Chinese schools, they always got 100 at the
exams and got all kinds of honors from high
achievements. However those honors were
meaningless to them, except for causing tempo-
rary excitement. Ultimately they went to schools
only for the purpose of meeting friends and to
take those "culture classes." In that regard, even
Chinese schools ran by people from Taiwan have
the same problems. Of course, textbooks alone
cannot solve any problems. No matter what
methodology to follow, the students' language
education would only benefit if the school puts
language education as its #1 priority. Obviously if
a school puts "promoting Chinese culture" first,
the students would benefit from "promoting
Chinese culture." Most of Chinese schools' princi-
pals have fulltime jobs. I am glad that our Board
supports me to focus all my effort on language
education. It's just my two cents. Look forward to
meet everybody in LV! Regards, Bonnie Liao
YingHua Language School www.yinghua.org

Regards,
Bonnie Liao 
YingHua Language School 
www.yinghua.org 

9) Han Qingyuan
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: qhan@comcast.net
Date: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

I totally agree with Principal Bonnie Liao and oth-
ers that to let the kids focus on learning more

HanZi in the first 3-4 years is very important and
critical. Once they managed "enough" Hanzi,
they will be loving to read and learn new mate-
rials. Another key is to make the learning "full of
fun" and just like "playing". How many of us
attended some kind of company sponsored 1/2
day training classes ? As adults we always like to
play and have fun in those classes, right ? 

Very glad to see such good discussions here,
espectially right before the CSAUS convention.
Hope to see some comprehensive papers at the
conference. Maybe we should set up a BBS at
the CSAUS website so such discussions can con-
tinuusly go on there.

That's my 3 cents (with the inflation:) 

Thanks,
Han Qingyuan 

10)
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: “li fu” <fuliliu@yahoo.com>
Date: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

Dear all: 
What you are concerning is absolutely what we
have been trying to work on therefore would like
to share my experiences with you. Hope it will
help.
I noticed that younger kids do not hate Chinese
that much than "older" kids therefore are able to
learn Chinese in a fast pace. As for the "older"
kids, they hate to learn Chinese characters espe-
cially do Chinese homework but they do NOT
hate Chinese culture. Therefore we are now try-
ing to teach our kids Chinese culture such as
Chinese history, geograph, games, etc. I am
happy to see that the kids who dropped Chinese
school last semester are now comming back
and start having fun learning Chinese culture. I
am also happy to see that a group of Chinese
teenages (include one American boy) are learn-
ing Chinese Gong Fu Sword Dance now and is
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going to perform on their school stage in
December. (this is from their request. not forced
by anyone!) So I encourage them that if they
perform the dance very well, we will show them
Chinese Gong Fu Fan next year so they will be
proud of themselves much more!!!! 
Besides, I also found that kids do NOT hate all
Chinese movies. Well, they may not like the slow
paced ones but, they are interested in the
movies that is very Chinese style. For them, that is
a different thing from what they are experienc-
ing and what they have learned from local
school. For example, my daughter, who is 14
years old now, has been watching Chinese his-
tory movie/TV series with me for a few years. She
learned a lot from the movie!!! We have a few
other kids from age 6 to 16 learn Chinese via the
same path and they are all very good at
Chinese, both verbal and reading. They also ask
a lot of questions as why things went like this not
that, why the person did it this way not that way
etc.... they are good thinker! And..there are a lot
of fun discussing with them about Chinese cul-
ture. BTW - one kid asked me who invented
Chinese checker last year when I showed them
about Chinese Checker (Zhong Guo Xiang Qi)
and I havn't got an answer for him yet. Any one
knows the answer, please share with me. Thanks
a lot! 
Therefore, I think that the most important on
teaching Chinese is to increase kids interest in
Chinse and then to help them when they have
the incentive to learn.

Li Fu 
Buffalo Chinese School

11)
To: csaus@yahoogroup.com
From: qiaocui@yahoo.com
Date: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

Nationwide Teacher's Training Program for CSAUS
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