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On October 16, 2022, Ann-Hua Chinese
School hosted its first Mathematics Seminar of
the year. Mr. Jan Gombert, the co-founder of
AlertWatch and an Ann-Hua math teacher, was
invited to give a wonderful speech: "Making a
difference: in your life and those of others". The
presentation was hosted by Dr. Jinhui Liao, the
Chair of Mathematics Department at Ann-Hua
Chinese School. Lingzhi Chen and Yanxia Cao,
the two principals of Ann-Hua Chinese School,
and more than 30 students and parents
participated on site. At the same time, around
20 people participated online via Zoom.

Mr. Jan Gombert received his bachelor's
degree in mathematics from Princeton
University, a master's degree in mathematics
from the University of Virginia, and a master's
degree in education from the University of
Michigan. He then founded three technology
companies including SkillsBank, Softwriters and
AlertWatch, which has served
and benefited millions of users.
Mr. Jan Gombert is passionate
about education and he has
worked as a teacher in 7
different schools. He loves life,
enjoying playing.~instruments
and writing in his spare time.

Throughout his presentation,
Mr. Jan Gombert shared his
wisdom of life that he gained
from his colorful experience. He
encouraged young people to
look far ahead and think more
about how to influence and
help others. In his speech, Jan

N R

talked about "Learn how to solve problems, and
always say yes if somebody asks you if you can
do something!". He told us that you should not be
afraid of difficulties, and should actively learn and
think when you are encountering problems. You
should fully mobilize your ingenuity to create a
better life for other people. His presentation won
the hearts of all teachers and students attending
in person and online.

Finally, Dr. Lingzhi Chen, Principal of Ann-Hua
Chinese School in charge of Academics honored
Mr. Jan Gombert with an award to recognize his
excellent teaching work and his donation of his
compensation to Ann-Hua Chinese School that
funds a special scholarship program to encourage
students to strive for great work and success in
math. This event successfully ended with a big
round of applause.
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Amidst Surge of Anti-Asian Hate, Drive to Include AAPI History in PA School Curriculum Gains Momentum
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Shauna Zhang, Personal Photo
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“It's time for a change in American history. It's time we should
include [more] people so less people are getting hurt”

Yu Chen was a student in the Duncannon school district in
Central Pennsylvania from 5th to 12th grade. An immigrant
from China, Chen’s parents intentionally relocated to an area
with a low population of Asian Americans so that Chen and
his sister could learn English while being exposed to
American culture. With the town’s population totaling only
about 1,400 residents, only 0.62% of the population identify
as Asian.
Chen recalls feeling ostracized
growing up, serving as an easy
target by peers and teachers 4
for racist comments and
microaggressions directed at
his heritage, such as
remarks about his “squinty
eyes,” knowledge of math,
fashion choices, and more.
On more than one occasion,
a white teacher has placed
their hands together and bowed
front of Chen, mimicking a
historical sign of respect

in many Asian cultures
such as China and Korea.

“It's really sad, but they didn't know that was racism. In the
back of their heads they think it's a joke.”

HF BA e AARS

Yu Chen Personal Photo

Micah Jordan, a Filipino student from Lawrenceville, New
Jersey recalls the frustrations of being left out of American
history and feeling isolated in their public schools, due to
almost no mention of Asian Americans in her public school
history classes. “Maybe one paragraph in the textbook...only
relating to colonialism and very brief.”

Shauna Zhang, Vice Principal of the Guanghua Chinese
School and Director of Greater Philadelphia Chinese Culture
Center, says she has witnessed this process over the years
from young students at the Chinese school, the largest of its
kind in the Philadelphia area. Guanghua is a weekend
language school with a primarily Chinese population. With
over 800 students and 50 classes taught, Zhang notices that
the pressure to reject their heritage and assimilate really
starts to take hold around the teenage years.. “Most of them
are like a banana. They have Asian skin but in their heart
they feel they are white.”

Zhang explains that the students do not want to feel different
from their peers, so they adopt practices of what they
determine to be acceptable to American culture such as
fashion choices, language, and more. Zhang mentioned
some of students remembered how they felt embarrassed by
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their differences at school when they were young, when
classmates would poke fun at their traditional Chinese
lunch that smelled and looked different from their own.

Zhang often hears similar complaints from other parents

LAk R that their children are being treated differently in their
B AET AR public schools. While basic
S cultural elements such as Lunar
o New Year may be talked about
T”Tf"—t‘jfa in schools, which Philadelphia
Xy LA School District granted a day off
, 1B&KAR for this year for the first time, she
KikA, FE believes that more of an
N ¥ Fa A understanding surrounding
AEBLER ® Asian American history would
¥ b Ak help  reduce bullying and
o 2 é,J 5 stereotypes surrounding Asian
A 9 students, as Asian cultural
l%ﬁ,’f‘*’; il elements would become more
f}’}i@i"ff - _ : familiar to all students. Zhang
h s | it - would like to see lessons about
T RAERG R e P AT RILEH L BB AASRS Asian American History and their
T £ Shauna Zhang at Mid Autumn FestivalCelebration, Personal Photo contributions to American
A, d ke history, and, significant Asian
4 3% E Ao A American figures taught in

RAZ, WA BT T S AR TN A AE T RE, MR
3 I3 5 2 4 Bk AR L

KEHFEBAGD LRI EMNFRIREGEAR, LA
FRHFFAEP AT LB, o BKR (Gabrielle) £
BN — L RF4E, ARFAEFKBREAE A ZHRK T
£ 0, WM FHAEFTRILIG TE2L$E KX (the Lower
Moreland school district) E%., &R A TELEKAFZR
K, 12it— AR/ TH AWML, A A EERFE
SAEP] “UREMRERAD? 7, RFEHHTE AL
Wi B Z

Hadn B3 RIE A KRB AL “iE KA AE L Mo
4 (Make Us Visible PA ) #9E R A m R, o) T2
LAl HEEZBANGH L IINEMNFA, B4 69 MR
TR Y A HE 09 BGE

AR AFELR — /A LA REIR: BEMNFLCH
THFRATREEEBADLRGHRE, TETHwT LEH
FAW ARG YINE . BEHF A AT HALEE AR
B, ATHRYIRZE, RNFEFRXFaCTHFE%, &
#

schools, similar to lessons received about the Founding
Fathers and European explorers.

The topic of bringing Asian American history to
Pennsylvania schools strikes a cord with non-Asian
students as well. Gabrielle is a college student in
Pennsylvania whose parents immigrated from Ukraine
after the fall of the Soviet Union. Growing up in the Lower
Moreland school district, Gabrielle, a white woman, could
not understand why her Asian peers were guestioned
“Are you really American?” or ridiculed for their cultures,
despite similar familial backgrounds of immigration.

Gabrielle serves on the board of Make Us Visible PA and
has been instrumental in bringing Asian American history
to Pennsylvania schools to help her Asian friends feel
less excluded.

Ultimately, advocates believe the lack of Asian American
history taught in schools in Pennsylvania and elsewhere
has drastically impacted the self confidence and identity
of Asian students across the state. Asian American
students and adults alike have felt pressured to reject
their heritage in order to assimilate and lessen their
isolation.

EAEEFPEIE Policy Surrounding Change

2021459, EMARMIZN Rk #F « £ (Patty Kim)
RET “BTREDELANENK12EAE” 6948 £ &
%Pennsylvania House Bill 1917, iz % % 72021 4 9
A27TH RFEMFKF X R4S (PA Education Committee)
Bk, UL, EHARMNARNR L - BF G (Todd
Stephans) A ZEENE—Efw I FHE, 519K £
FA—ERANNT R EH LR KL,

TEERD, “BNERERTURBA XL REE
BAMH S UBAAN A EBHE, BbfE i amBdw

FE4 L7 L

Pennsylvania House Bill 1917, which was introduced by
representative Patty Kim and approved by the PA
legislative Education Committee on September 27, 2021,
introduces similar legislation to include AAPI history in
the Commonwealth’s K-12 curriculum. The bill was
recently  cosponsored by  Republican  State
Representative Todd Stephans, the sole Republican
supporter of the bill along with 19 Democrats.

The bill reads, “to each school entity may offer instruction
on Asian-American and Pacific Islander history and the
social, political and economic contributions of members
of the Asian-American and Pacific Islander community.
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This instruction may be integrated within the social
studies and language arts course of study required in
accordance with State Board of Education regulations.
Instruction may also be integrated into other appropriate
courses of study...The curriculum under this section may
include the history of Asian Americans and Pacific
Islanders in Pennsylvania and the history of Asian
Americans and Pacific Islanders in the United States as a
whole, including the contributions of Asian Americans
and Pacific Islanders toward advancing civil rights from
the 19th century onward.”

The “school entity” discussed in the bill would apﬁly to
public school districts, charter schools, and technical
schools across the state.

Pennsylvania has over 200 state representatives in the
house of representatives, many who serve on smaller
committees, such as the education committee. Once a
committee agrees that a bill meets standards, it is then
Bicked up by the Speaker of the House, who brings the

ill to the floor to be voted on. Then the same process
with state senators.

This past January, Governor Phil Murphy signed

legislation that mandates the inclusion of Asian American

history in the state’s K-12 public school curriculum,

makln% New Jersey the second state to implement this

;_o 2ic, ollowing , who mandated the legislation in July,
1.

A crucial step of Governor Murphy’s signing of a similar
bill in New Jersey was to create and appoint a
21-member commission that will advise on
implementation of the curriculum changes determine the
curriculum change for Asian American
and Pacific Islander studies. The state’s
education commissioner and chair of the
Executive Board of New Jersey’s
President's Council will serve on the
board, and there are requirements for
other members to have expertise in as
well as 19 members of the public, 3 of
whom must have a masters degree in
Asian American studies.

Exact topics of the curriculum have not
%et been determined, but the change will
e implemented this coming fall for the
2022-2023 school year. In NJ, similar
changes have  previously been
mandated for the history of Africans,
African-Americans and the LGBTQ
community.

In PA, unlike in heavily Democratic NJ
and IL, the GOP retains a strong grip on the state house,
and as a party nationally has used the guise of critical
race theory to paint a negative brush over any
educational mandates related to race. This means that
while there is not a clear pathway for bill passage in the
near future, the campaign is helping to develop
awareness of the issue and capacity to implement
content locally. It is also part of a national and local wave
of awareness around the lack of Asian American history
in schools, and its connection to anti-Asian hate and the
persistence of certain Asian stereotypes such as the
perpetual foreigner.

Make Us Visible PA (MUV) is a non-profit organization
with 9 national chapters all pushing to get Asian
American history in schools mandated In their individual
states. The group’s mission is to advocate for the
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integration of Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI)
history into PA's Ioublic school curriculum, as they believe
the change will build confidence in young Asian
Americans’ personal identities and heritage, and reduce
anti-Asian sentiment on an overall level.

One of the board members of MUV, Serena Nguyen, is a
Vietnamese student in Pennsylvania. Nguyen sees the
Model Minority myth as being an issue in her schooling still
today. It implies that Asians “play nice with the system”
and are not vocal about their mistreatment, Passing
Pennsylvania Bill 1917 is vital to reverse this narrative of
the model minority myth and to lessen the isolation felt by
Asian American students due to the stereotypes
associated with them. “Ignorance comes from lack of
education, and ignorance leads to hate.”

“Ignorance comes from lack of education, and ignorance
leads to hate.” says Serena Nguyen, “We are in the
process of getting state
representatives to
cosponsor  the  hill,
meaning they would vote
yes [when it Is brought to
the floor].Then it would
move to the senate.
Ideally by the end of the
house process, they will
have a lot of mobility,” It
would serve
- Pennsylvanian .
Ieﬁlslatures to pass this
bill as the number of
eligible AAPI voters has
grown by 33% since
2012, totaling 4% of
Pennsylvania’s total
voters as of 2020.

The education committee
within the Pennsylvania
House of
Representatives is leading the pack to gather more
cosEonsors for this bill, with assistance from nonprofits
such as Make Us Visible PA, Asian Americans United, and
Pop the Bubble, with the hope it will persuade the speaker
of the house to bring Bill 1917 to the house floor. The
groups are regularly hosting rallies across the
commonwealth to gather support and meeting with
lawmakers to push this agenda forward. If the bill does not
pass, the process must start over, with the education
committee drafting and introducing a new bill.
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Moving Towards Curriculum Change
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FXR G, 22T FRAHFT LM ZAREF A
BEAENABZARKRGOEE. BPEMN—BOHFELETE
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While state standards for public schools directly lead to
testing standards, local schools and often educators have
wide [atitude over content which is not included in state
standards. Even when states mandate curriculum content,
commitment to implementation can result in widely
different classroom experiences. This makes deveIoFing
content and capacity for local implementation particularly
significant.

Despite an Asian American history curriculum not yet
belnﬁ mandated in the keystone state, many Philadelphian
teachers and academic professionals are making an effort
to have Asian American voices present in their
classrooms. On May 25th, the School District of
Philadelphia hosted an event to provide themes and
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Y%A %o B & £ B o RIEHE £ % (the resources for how to incorporate Asian American voices into
Japanese Amer ican Citizens League in Mmiddle school and high school classrooms.

Philadelphia) #=% K % % B A#F 7L #9# 4%, ¥ Rob Buscher is another individual working hard to implement
{8« # 4 % (Rob Buscher) £ % —4{>% # it 4 £ Asian American history into the lives of Pennsylvanians.

; ~ N 2 AR T B A IR B R A s+ Buscher is the President of the Japanese American Citizens
i\f }%%2; f’:%g%k&éfﬁ = giﬁﬁf?g*& League in Philadelphia and a professor of Asian American
B JURAAR G 42 5 B8 5 7o = RAAN,  studies at the University of Pennsylvania. Buscher’s

A CALJE S X B 6 7 Japanese ancestors settled on
L THRBHEABRBT . the west coast generations ago,

o but their contributions to
e R R I KA American history are often left
J| (Connecticut) *F X %k

out of history textbooks.
Ko M3, REPE—IR Growing up in  suburban
FEHEEBRHANR T Z = Connecticut, Buscher says the
KA B FHE B AMESE

only  mention of  Asian
BAE, AT ES R Americans in school was a brief
KP4k 3% 69 T K. 19

synopsis of Japanese American

L incarceration during World War
wfet, A7 ALFEAS L
H&HY, B “hiF” 2

Il and Chinese contributions to
¥ the railroad Imc{ustr. The
SE oy R 2 N\ transcontinental railroad system
:}g T4 53000 5 2> 2 K, solely exists due to the labor of

A& K69 53 T 20,000 Chinese immigrants in
AR T — F1h - ﬁ{é‘@&2)019#%’%%’7#‘&9%@@&% the mid-1800s.
FLA(ERFEFBA: o B th—J;:ps,,.d@ h jfﬁPjrth/\:EI#h oL ) One of hBusl;:her’s Orlec.ent
i P ob Buscher, President of Philadelphia JAC successes has been producing
"%‘5 jk ;2% i >>;;]3!; L ;7\ ;1? - | Chapter speaking at the Phiadelpia Diversty a TV talk show Wl_tﬂ WHYY
3 AT A \ | and Inclusion Conterence, 2019, Personal photo entitled: Asian Americans and
T I K &AL 23T 9% o & ‘ DIVERSITY % Pacific Islanders: A Philadelphia
JEIEUEE S O S Y Story. The 6-ep|38de serles{c
£ iy b, ¢ & iz B Aot 3 investigates  contributions o
?‘] ﬂ.ﬂg%fg;g‘ﬁ &jé iy~ TPARET N 2 AAPI individuals to Philadelphia
" o and the surrounding area. “We
MoANK-12 7 SR A2 49 R need to educate the public in ways that the K-12 curriculum
Ao ” just isn’t going to.” Buscher explains that the small amount of

o a ps . Asian American history that is shared in schools is very west
202254238, “iL&MMAL” RN 2 £  coast centric, making it difficult for students elsewhere to
EM B2 E (Harrisburg) 24 T —3%% 4% make connections to the history.
A, T L kBRI TR ERRIARNIER. HARL  \ake Us Visible PA hosted and attended a protest in
AAT —EXHINT AL FRES, €4 A Harrisburg on May 23rd to persuade legislative officials to
HA00AK 4, move forward with bringing Bill 1917 to the House floor. The
_ o ~group has also begun a petition to lawmakers advocating for
AHAFEATRMNAEFRD X L2 5, %3 the bill, which has gotten nearly 400 signatures so far.
WERKGF LFR—EEP LFA (The Guanghua e CUED : : P
; Kl Hd ghua Chinese School is also urging its 1000
Chinese School) iL/E& &4 FE RAKXHMMFMIT parents to sign the(j)etition, recognizing that anti-Asian hate
K—1EEBEAD L OGEAE, crimes in the United States have increased by 339% in the
. . ] past year. The school will also be implementing a Chinese
T EMA, REKEIMN (Connecticut) . 245  American History course this summer and in the next school
)1 (New York) . 1k % 1k M (Ohio) #=fh ¥ 2 X Yyear
M (Florida) , ARALZ eyl sm Nk, F2Z M —  As more states such as Connecticut, New York, Ohio, and
RfH “BHEEEBAN L H#ARRE" #9it42, 15X % Florida make pushes for a mandated Asian American history
BH LA BEFZAENGE R — AN e, K £, curriculum in schools, Pennsylvania legislatures have the
opportunity to join them to create a more inclusive
atmosphere for Asian
Sign Qur Petition! American students.
Support AAPI Studies in Pennaylvania
Public Schools
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FTHREIF. ERMERAZ LGN TE,

8. I#E: AP F LhmAE. £ RREF LI, AERHB XL, 7RARF
R, #HIW, FAEBHIFTR, RIFLFZHEAREREPMREGERLKT. 55 Bir: k&
MEAFIY K¥vh, BEESZHELFR, RELHIR,

9. A% AT ANMREIRE P SEANELKET EF5h. Hldm, HABLEHREENIARE
RARF B R RIEE RN RA R KE, RA400% b L5, BiFHLayied A
N, 33LMANE, WHIRLMELOMH2MA, KRR ZL, HERMAEEMMK
R, FSHRREAEBFHITL, RGER, MERE, TETH!
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R 1 &P LFRIDRBLELEH

CSAUS % 14/532 % 4 (Board) president@csaus. net

K g
alak: RE (EHFARIFLMLE) B4 (ENXTRIEA)
¥E.

2-F GRePBK)
X (FARSIHEHE)
Frk (B1AH K A &R 248)
ERgk B (M 4-3F £4£)
E#A (BRI RER £4E)
WA (2R IRS3F £45)
rhifkr (f2 BRI E4E)

MePITER 2 2 R (Executive Committee)
EFE: ARAR

FHEETE: FLE BLE FH
BETE: RZE, XX, £FE. BRREA

FTF: R, BRE, XRF. ek, FRA, A, KK, BEZ | ZTRA, R
;‘g\_\\ ]l{i&ﬂ\ iﬁ

APl & i 4 (Advisory Committee)

., FAR. FRBEAA, MRF. BRI, IR, HFR. BB, WEE, KEE,
X AW, E4E R, TG
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M x2 e XFELL .8 (Regional Centers)

B A% (haEF), MRKR (BRETH)

HFAE ZHRX IR PO EIL (EA4E) AR ME), 31 F 4 A RN (NH), #2450 (VT), B iEig &
N (MA), % £&.5 (RI)

RAARRIKG TS Thr (24)  HFHM N, A2y (S-NY), F (CT), 4 & 54k (PA)
RRWIBE IR TS Koo (24E) K HRENM (PA)

KEFHRXFEL TS TE (244) B EZ 20 (MD), k&5 (DC), 95 &I M (VA), 4F154 94 (DE),
BT RIMW), KIHRAL

MR T RARREIKRL TS TR (24) LT FRMANC, & F k4% (SN)

AEd RGP .o MR E (F45) 2420 (GA), B3 E 5 (AL), @ 4G 1 (TN)
BT RAIKL TS RAE (24) HF 2L (FL)

RANRZH IR PO I (245) AL Z N (N-0H), Ab2a 2591 (N-NY), IE 2 B3 X
AR Z R R B P8 BR3CE (24E) stk Z 4N (S-0H), 3% A (KY)

Ao d R B 26 o TR (E4E)  dbAeil (N-CA), d1& ¥ X /1 (S-OR)

B he N He R BR 24 o8 3REE (F4E) @i (S—CA), M AEk I (NV), A AN (AZ), 37 2 HF
JNM), B EMHI), #£5

B R R FEE TS RKE (A4 AN WA), btk Eh K (N-0R)
WA R Fe2e P8 BTA () &ESTFENM TX), & 5 AR (LA
FEMH R P X R (244) A& imbon (10, Redasm g (0K)

F A3 RS o8 ATIRF (ZAE) AP ANEN (N-IL), AR WD, ZaEM A,
P 5 4t (S-IN)

ERHIRIEL TS K— R (ZAE) @FAEMN (S-IL), 575 Z 0 (MO), 3G M (KS), #+F 42
% (C0), #Ae (UT)

JRAFEH R RGPS REE (ZH4)  FHARMN M), AL szh (N-IN)
ERFIRIE TS ML (Z4E) AR AN MN), JLia Atk (ND), & & A4 (SD)
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